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"(a) Locares, reloc~tes,  estnbl~shes, t.eestabllshes, or retraces the 
aliEnrnent or elevation for any uf thc fixed works ernbracad m ithin the ~ r a ~ t i c e  -. 

of civil tnvtncerin& as described Section 675 1. -- 
":b) Determines the configuration or contour of the e a r t h ' ~  surface or the  

poqrtlon of frued ohler-ts a h n v ~ ,  on, nr belo\v rhga ~ j i r f a ~ ~ .  of earth by appIytng the  

princtples of rrigonon~etry or photogramrnerr).. 

" [ c )  Creates, prepares, or modiftes eIectronic or computerized data in the 
Ferforn~ance of the activities described in subdivisions (a) and jb). 

"(d) Renders a statement regarding t h e  accuracy of maps or measured 
survey data pursuant to subdivisions (a), (b), and (c)," 

(Emphasts added,)3 

Thus,  rinrlrt Sect~ons 6711 and 6731.1, t h e  practtce of civil engineering embraces 
various srudles and Jctivltles conneccton wirh fixed rvotks For irr~gation, dramage, 
warrrpoM,rr, Lvarrr supply, flood control, inland waterways, harbors, n ~ u n ~ c t ~ a l  

rrnpl-ovmcnts, t-ailroads, hjgh~vays, tunnels, airports and airways, purificatiot~ of water, 
. . 

sewerage, refuse disposal, f'nundat~ons, gradtng, framed and humogcneous structures, 

buildings, ol hrldgzs. T h e  term ' fixed works" 1s not defined. However, rht. word "fixed' 
connotes a sense ofpermdnsnq., and has been defined 2s settled, or  estabIished ( S d n  F r a n i i r i ~ ~  

Pisoerr Woolrn  Fnctory v. Brick.rvede1 (1882) 60 CAI. 166, I73)+ Thus,  "fixed v otks" as used In 

the act may he construed to mean permanent established works of the type set forth in 

Sec t~on  6731. 
Scctron 6714 adclrttonally guides the  scnpc of practice of civil engineers, and 

subdivision ( a )  of Section 6735 specifies requlrenlrnts regarding the  preparation of civil 
engineering plans. These provisions read, in pertinent part, as folloivs: 

"6734. Any person prxtices civil engineering when he professes to  hr 3 

i j \ . r I  engineer or is in responsible charge of civil engineering work." 

"6735. (a) All civil (including structural and geotechnical) engineering 
pl=~ns,  calculations, specif'icarions, and tcports (hercjnafter referred to ~s 

dosuments'j shall be pteparrd by, or under the  responsibIe charge of, a 

I~censed civil englneer and shall include his or her ndmt and license number." 

3 -. 
See Section 2 of Chapter 625 of the Sratutes of 11-363 for another Section 6731,1, 

which includes language that has thc same etfcct as subdivisions (a) and (b)  of Section 6731.1 set 
forth ?hove, 

T h e  term "res~oniible charge'' is dcfincd in both srrtute and rrgularion. 
Section 670'1 provides char "responsihIu cl-large of ivork" means the ri~~lepenrlent control and 
direction, by thc  ~15.5 of initiatiw, skill, and independent judgmcnr, of thc investigation or  desigtl 
~ f ~ r o f ~ s s i o n a l  engineering work or thc direct et~gineering control of those ~ ro jec t s .  Regulations 

i(iontinued,,,) 
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engineering project conrains fixed work components, a professional engineer ~ v h o  is not 
Iicensed as a civil engineer may hr In responsible charge of a portlot1 of the project that  does 

not inrwlvt. those fixed work components if  the  c r i t e r i ~  for rhe exercise of responsib1e charge 
are otherrvise mer. 

~4ccotdinglT, t t  is our  oy~nion  that only a l~censed c~vl l  engineer may be in 

responsible charge of designs, plans and specifications, ~ n d  engineering reports for the fixed 
n.otk cnrrlponrrnrr a f ~ n  Pnglnwnng projecr, as described it) Secrinns 6731 and 6731.1 of :he 
B ~ i s ~ n r s s  and Professtons Code. HOU,~IICI,  a liiensrd ptofes,ional engineer who  is not 4 rtvil 
engineer [nay be in rcspons~ble charse of desl_rns, p l s ~ ~ s  and specifications, and etlg~necring 
reports for the cornponcnts of an engineering project that are not fixed works, 

Very truly yours, 

Diane F. Boyer-Vine 
Legislarive Counsel 

Sttgic, E, Carpia 
Depury Lcgistatire Coutlsti 
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	Text1: Since only a civil engr can be responsible for design of fixed work, that means non-civil engineers may not do any engineering on facilities that are geographically fixed!
	Text2: Only civil engrs can do work on facilities that are geographically fixed or permanent, like chemical plants, petroleum refineries, water treatment plants, wastewater treatment plants, food manufacturing, biopharm, environmental remediation, power generation and distribution, etc


